
Senate Ways & Means Committee

January 26, 2021

UPDATE ON CARES ACT FUNDING



Lacy Fehrenbach Amy Ferris

Deputy Secretary Chief Financial Officer

COVID Response Financial Services

Presenters



Washington State Department of Health | 3

COVID-19 
Response

Incident 
Management

Diagnostic 
Testing

Case 
Investigation

/Contact 
Tracing

Outbreak 
Response

Care 
Coordination

Community 
Outreach

Data 
Collection & 

Analyses

IT & 
Operations

Personal 
Protective 
Equipment

Vaccine 
Admin

Vaccine 
Media 

Campaign

Other

"Box In The Virus"

COVID-19: Contain the Spread

Vaccine Administration & 

Communication

“Universe” of Washington State’s COVID-19 Response
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• Health messaging

• 81% report wearing masks

• 67% report maintaining 6 feet distance

• >4.47M molecular tests

• Current turnaround time: Median 1.5 days, Mean 2.1 
days

• >1.6M Washingtonians use WA Notify

• 29 languages

• >100,000 individual cases and contacts reached by DOH 
contact tracers

• >3800 people have received care coordination services

• >500,000 doses of vaccine administered

ACHIEVEMENTS
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Federal CARES Act Funding

Total funding 
$1.004 Billion*
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Federal CARES Coronavirus Relief Funds

Dollars in Thousand
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Box in the Virus (BITV)
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Funding from the federal CRF for the response was initially 
available short term

 Lack of adequate federal funding to support the response 
costs for the public health system longer term 

Without access to longer term funding, acquiring the 
necessary resources is difficult

Slow rollout of vaccine funding and guidance as well as 
continual changes in allocation of vaccines.

Funding Challenges
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To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of
hearing customers, please call 711 (Washington Relay) or email civil.rights@doh.wa.gov. 


